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The wineries in California’s Napa Valley offer more than
just stellar vintages. They are also home to private guest houses
with unique experiences that are privy only to a privileged few.

Y

By GEMMA PRICE

ou don’t need to buy a
property in California’s
wine country as many
wineries keep private
guest houses to host serious
buyers and wine club members on an
invitation-only basis. Wraparound

decks, barbecues and stone fireplaces
make these cosy cottages equally
appealing as a peaceful retreat or
a homely spot to entertain. And
with tasting tours and encounters
with local wildlife all part of the
experience, why stay anywhere else?

Chateau de Vie
is surrounded
by gardens of
lavender, roses and
deep evergreens.
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CHATEAU DE VIE

his Calistoga gem is a guest house
on its own vineyard. Co-proprieter
Felipe Barragan produced 2001
and 2002 vintages before replanting. The
property grows five varietals and winemaker
Dave Phinney produces around 300 cases
every year.
To stay at the ivy-wreathed, French

dining area where
complimentary
wine and nibbles are
always available for
guests to enjoy. Upstairs
guestrooms
(from
US$269, $340 per person)
have a charming country

The property grows five varietals and winemaker Dave Phinney
produces around 300 cases every year.
provincial-inspired five-bed house is to stay
with friends in wine country. Days are best
spent exploring nearby wineries or relaxing
by the pool; nights are cool and the perfect
time to soak in the greenery-enveloped hot
tub. Inside the villa, the hallway leads to
a polished library-cum-sitting room and

cottage appeal with a separate coach house
available for those seeking extra privacy.
As the sun rises over the mountains and
the vines are touched with gold, avid cook
Barragan is already busy in the kitchen,
preparing breakfast to be served on the deck.
www.cdvnapavalley.com

Chateau de Vie
invites its guests
to take a dip in the
pool (top) or enjoy
a quiet moment
alone with nature
(inset).
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ustin’s Vintners Villa (from US$400 per
night) – located 411m from the tasting room,
restaurant and three newly remodelled
guest suites called Just Inn – was formerly a
temporary residence of winemakers or special
guests who needed to stay on-property.
Now the 130sqm townhouse apartmentcum-Bordeaux provincial home is open to any
visitor lucky enough to secure a reservation.
Upstairs, exposed wooden ceiling beams,
honey-toned walls and wine- and goldcoloured brocade bed linen cocoon a king
-sized bed. Downstairs, there’s a private
kitchen, dining room and living room with a

Main image
and inset:
an overnight stay
includes breakfast
and a tour of the
winery and caves.

queen-sized sofa bed.
Stays include one
of the winery’s
seasonally
changing
activities.
Choose from a
vertical tasting of
proprietary label
Isosceles or a library
tasting hosted in the
Chateau, which is the former
home of winery founder Justin
Baldwin. justinwine.com
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Members of the Jordan Estate
Rewards loyalty programme
can redeem their points against
stays in the guest house.

S

The sloping
ceiling with
exposed beams and
antique-style dark
wood furnishings
give Wildwood
the feel of a
country cottage.

JORDAN

ally Jordan was among the first to
champion the concept of hosting patrons.
Jordan Estate’s three guest suites were
completed in 1979, but the guest cottage,
Wildwood, was only completed in the 1990s.
Nestled in the Alexander Valley of Sonoma
County, overlooking nearly 486 hectares
of rolling hills and 45 hectares of vineyards
dedicated to agriculture, hospitality and
conservation, more than three-quarters

of the estate has been preserved as natural
habitat. Members of the Jordan Estate Rewards
loyalty programme can redeem their points
(minimum 15,000) against stays in Wildwood.
Stays include a welcome tour and tasting of
the label’s stellar Cabernet Sauvignon and
Chardonnay with food pairings, breakfast
cooked by Jordan chefs and two-way transfers
to the nearby town of Healdsburg for dinner.
www.jordanwinery.com
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LYNMAR

pen to Lynmar’s Advocate Club
members only, the three-bedroom Bliss
House (US$900 per night) – a home built
by the former owners of the parcel, John Bliss
and his wife – is a stunning two-building,
A-frame wooden lodge
built on the crest of a hill.
It offers 360-degree views
of the vineyards, organic
vegetable gardens and
Laguna de Santa Rosa, a
habitat to over 200 species
of birds.
The double-height living room is
surrounded by windows on three sides and a
wraparound deck, creating a glorious sense of
space and bringing the outdoors in.

A
cast-iron
f i repl a c e
a nd
ch i m ney,
ch i ntz
armchairs and large kitchen
exude a homely Sonoma style.
Every stay at
this Pinot Noir- and
Chardonnay-producing
property is made special:
in addition to access to
the wine store and the
property, guests can
book a private wine tour,
a formal tasting in the guest house, pick
wild berries or request flowers, wine,
chocolate and cheese for a romantic occasion.
www.lynmarestate.com ≠

Bliss House is a stunning
two-building, A-frame
wooden lodge built on
the crest of a hill.

Top and inset:
the three-bedroom
Bliss House is
perfect for a
romantic getaway
or a base from
which to explore
wine country.

